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A NEW
ACCOUNT

Of fome Parts of

G U I 'N E As
And the Slave-Trade,

CONTAINING

1. The Hiftory of the late Conqueft of thé
Kingdom of #’bidaw by the King of Dabomeé.
The Author’s Journey to the Conqu:ror’s
Camp ; where he faw Jeveral Captwes facri-
ficed, &Fc.

II. The manner how the Negroes Become
Slaves. The Numbers of them yeagly ex-

rted from Guinea to America. TTe Law-
fulnefs of that frade. The Mutiniesa nong
them on board the Ships where the Author
has been, &c.

III. A Relation of the Author’s being taken
by Pirates, and the many Dangers he un-
derwent.

By Captain WiLL1AM SNELGRAVE,

L ONDON:

Printed for James, Jounn, and PavL
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TO THE

MERCHANTS

OF

L ONDON,

Trading to the Coaflt of Guirnea.

GENTLEMEN,

OME of you having
been pleafed to perufe

the following Sheets in Ma-
nufcript, and been fo kind,
as to exprefs your Approba-
tion of them, 1t hath incou-
raged meto make them pub-
lick; and [ take the Liberty
to addrefs them tc the Mer-
A 2 chants




DEDICAT ION.

chants trading to the Coaft
of Guinea, asbeing the beft
Judges of the Truth of what
1s here related.

As it has been my good
Fortune to be known for
many Y ears to moft of you,
and to have received Fa-
vours from feveral amongft
You, foIbeg leave to {ub-
fcribe my felf, with the
greateft Refpeét and E-

{teem, Gentlemen,

Your mof? obliged

humble Servant,

W. SNELGRAVE.




PREFACE.

HE beft part of the follow-
ing Sheets were writ feve-
ral Years ago, more parti-

cularly the Account of my being
takenby Pirates, inthe Year 1719:
And being now induced to publifh
the Hiflory of the Congqueft of the
Kingdom of Dahomé, I have added
the other, which is as remarkable
in its kind.

I am [enfible that Objetions may
be made to the Account I have given
of the Dahomes, 4y fuch of my Rea-~
ders as are not acquainted, either by
Travelling or Reading, with the
Manners and Cufloms of feveral
barbarous brutifb WNations, that
have been and are [/l on the Globe.

A 3 As




PREFACE

As to buman Sacrifices, theyare
no new thing in the World ; for it
is recorded of the Mexicans 7z par-
ticular, that they annually facri-
ficed to their Gods, a great num-
ber of their Enemies taken in War.

Mens eating of their own Species,
Seemns to be the moft incredible and
fbocking 5 but this is prattifed by
others at prefent (befides the Da-
homes) on the Coaft of Guinea;
efpecially by a People called Acquas,
o7 the River of old Callabar, and
amongft the Camarones adjoin-
ing, where I have formerly been,
and of which there are fome I it-
nefles now in London: GCaptairn
Arthur Lone and others, having feen
the fame as well as my felf.

As to the Story- in general of the
Rinug of Dahome, there are fome
Gz’?ll‘/@?]’c’ﬂ now i1 Town, that krow
o greal part of it namely, Jere-

miah
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miah Tinker Efg; Governor Wil-
{fon, and others, who bave formerly
refided at Whidaw, for the Royal
African Company : Befides feveral
that bave been there in the Service
of private Merchants: As alfo
Charles Dunbar E/g; of Antegoa,
who bought the Negroe-Woman of
me there, whofe Story is fo remark-
able, on account of ber being thrown
as a Sacrifice into the Sea, and ber
wonder ful Prefervation afterwards,
the Truth of which fbe bas often
confirmed.

As to the Relation of my being
taken by Pirates, there are feveral
in and about Toion, that fuffered
by them, at the fame time and place
with my felf. And Mr. JamesBleau,
who was then my Surgeon, lives now
at Woodtord, in good Repute and
Efleesn with the Gentlemen of that

Village and NVeighbourhiad,
A 4 I ﬂ)a//




PREFACE

1 fball fay nothing with relation
to the fbort Account I have given of
the manner how the Negroes become
Slaves, and of the Management of
themn when on Shipboard, it being
defigned at firft only for a Friend's
Satisfattion, who had objelted a-
gainft the lawfulnefs of that Trade.

As I love Freedom my felf, fo I
readily leave the Reader to judge
and belicve as be pleafes, concerning
what is here related : My principal
motive for publifbing thefe Sheets,
being the Perfuafion Z[ fome Friends,
who had perufed them in Manu-
[eript, and thought they might prove
acceptable to the Publick.

INTRO-




INTRODUCTION,

HAT Part of Africa commonly
called Guinea, is of a large Ex-
tent, beginning at Cape Verd, in

14 Degrees 30 Minutes North Latitude,
and extending to the South and Eaft, as far
as the Coaft of Angola; the River Congo, in
6 Degrees South Latitude, being the far-
theft place where the Englifh carry on
their Trade.

In this Country of Guinea, the Englifh
have trafficked a great many Years: But
efpecially, fince the Conclufion of the laft
French War, it has been fo improved, that
whereas in the Year 1712, there went
only 33 Ships from England to that Coaft,
in 1726, it was proved before the Com-
mijioviers of Trade, that there had been
there the Year before above 200 Sail, to

the great increale of Navigation, and the
ad-
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advantage of our Plantations in Anse-
rica.

Such as are unacquainted with this
Country, may reafonably fuppofe we
fhould have gained by this time a perfe&t
account of the Inland-Parcs; yert perhaps
we know the leaft of it of any Country
the Engl/i/b have {o long traded 10, for
reafons I fhall give hereafter. But as 1
defign only to inform the Reader, (for his
better underftanding the following Sheets)
in a curfory manner, of thofe parts of the
Coaft of Guinea, that I have been perfo-
nally acquainted with: So, as I go along,
I thall intermix my Reafons with the Ac-

count.

I have traded along this Coaft for near
=oo Leagues, from a Kiver called Sher-
perow, in the Latitude of 7 Degrees 30
Minutes North, to Cape Lopex Gonjalves,
in 1 Degree South, near the Coaft of 71-
gola : Now 1n fo large an Extent, we meet
with very ditferent People and Trade.

The
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The firft part I thall mention, is about
2c0 Leagues in length, from the above-
mentioned River of Sherberow, round Cape
Palmas, to the River Ancober near Axim.
This is commonly called the Windward
Coaf?, on which there is no Settlement
or Faftory of any European Nation;
but the Trade is carried on in this man-
ner.

Asfoon as the Natives perceive a Ship
on their Coaft, they make a fmoke on
the Sea-Shore, as a Signal for the Ship
to come to an Anchor, that they may
come and trade with the People on board.
As foon as we are at an Anchor, they
come to us in fmall Boats, called Cannoes,
being made of a fingle Tree, and bring
their Commodities with them.

Along the greateft part of this Coaft, the
Europeans have been cautious of ventur-
ing on Shore among(t the Natives, they
being very barbarous and uncivilized, as
feveral have experienced to their coft.

In
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In thofe few places where I have been on
Shore my felf, Icould never obtain a fatif-
fa&ory account from the Natives of the
Inland Parts. Nor did I ever meet with
a white Man that had been, or durft ven-
ture himfelf, up in the Country; and be-
lieve, if any had attempted it, the Na-
tives would have deftroyed them, out of
a Jealoufy that they defigned to make
difcoveries to their prejudice.

However, the Trade on this part of
the Coaft, has been exceedingly improved
within thefe 20 years paft. It confifts in
Negroes, Elephants Teeth,and other Com-
modities; which the Natives freely bring
on board our Ships, except when any Af-
front has been offered them; which, to
the great Scandal both of Englifh and
French, has too often been done, namely
by their forcibly carrying away the Trad-
ers, under {fome {light pretence of having
received an Injury from them. And this
has put a ftop to the Trade of the parti-
cular place where it has happened for a
long time; and innocent People, who

have
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have come there to trade in fmall Vefiels,
have fuffered for their Countrymens Vil-
lany: Several in my time having been
furprized by the Natives, and the People
deftroyed out of revenge.

From the aforementioned River of
Ancober to Acra, 1s about go Leagues.
This part is commonly called the Gold-
Coaf?, and thereon are many Englifh and
Dutch Fa&ories, under each of which is
a Negroe Town, proteéted by them. The
Reader may reafonably fuppofe, that here
we might have a perfet account of the
Inland parts; but we can have no fuch
thing. For the Policy of the Natives does
not fuffer white Men to go up any greart
way into the Country. Moreover, the
Inland People are very jealous of thofe
Negroes, who are under the Proteétion of
the Facories; fo that the account I have
received from both when at peace (which
has brought fome of the former to the
Sea fide) has feemed fo fabulous and con-
traditory, that it ‘could not be depended

2 upon,
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upon; for the Negroes are very apt to
impofe onus. However, in this part cal-
led the Gold Coa/?, the Natives near the
Sea fide are much civilized, by their
converfing with the Europeans, at their
Settlements; and by going on board fo
many Ships to trade, asfrequent chis part
of the Coaft. Here we can venture on
Shore amongft the Natives, without any

hazard; for ’tsto be noted, a large part
of the Gold Coaft is not in Subjetion to
them.

From Aora (where ftands the laft of
the Lurofean Settlements, on this part of
the Coaft,) to Fagueen,isabout 6o Leagues.
Tn this Traét there are no Faéories but at
rwo places, namely at /#bidaw, and ¥a-
guecn. And tho’ they have been fo long
tettled by the Europeans, yet till the late
Conquett of them by the King of Dabomeé,

we could learn but litctle of the Inland
parts; no white Men having been per-

mitted to go beyond the Kingdom of Ar-
dra, which is about o Miles from the
Sea fide. But, as I have related in the

2 follow-
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following Sheets what I faw and heard
when I was there; fo I omit farther men-
tion of it here.

From ‘faqueen to the Bay of Bennin,
and fo round to the Callabars, Camerones,
and Cape Lopez, is above goo Leagues,
in which long Tra& there is no Settle-
ment of any FEurgpean Nation; fo of
courfe the Natives are for the moft part
barbarous and uncivilized. 1have, in my
younger years, traded to many places in
this Tra&, efpecially at Old Callabar,
where, in the year 1704, I faw a fad In-
ftance of Barbarity. The King of the
place, called Fabrue, being fallen fick, he
caufed, by the advice of his Priefts, a
young Child about ten Months old, to
be facrificed to his God, for his recovery.
I faw the Child after it was killed, hung
up on the Bough of a Tree, with a live
Cock tied near it, as an additioa to the
Ceremony.

The laft Voyage I went to this place,
was in the year 1713, when I commanded
the
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the Ship Zmne, belonging to Meflieurs
Bradley, Virginia Merchants ; where I had
the good fortune to fave a Child from
being Sacrificed, as the other poor Infant
had been. And tho’ "tis a long ftory, and
therefore may not fo well {uit an Introe
du&ion, yet on account of the fingular
Circumftances wherewith it was attend-
ed, I believg the Reader may be pleafed

with it

The chief King, orLord of the Coun-
try (for there are feveral petty Princes on
that River) called Acqua, came on board,
fometime after my arrival, to fee the Ship,,
and hear our -Mufick. Being highly
pleafed with his Entertainment, he kindly
invited me on Shore; fo 1 promifed to
wait on him in a few days. Accordingly
I went; but as I knew hig People to be
fierce brutifh Cannibals, I took, by way
of precaution, ten of my Sailors as a
Guard, with my Gunner to command
them. They were all well armed with
Mufquets and Piftols, which thofe fa-

vage People I knew were much afraid of.
Upon




Upon my landing at the Water fide, I
was received by fome perfons, whom the
King had appointed to condu¢t me about
a quarter of a mile up, where I found
him ficting on a Stool, under fome fhady
Trees; another being placed by his fide,
which I was defiredto fit on. The King
did not fpeak one word, or moved in the
leaft, till T was fat down ; but then he
bid me welcome, enquiring after my
health; as I did after his, having firft
paid my refpets to him, by bowing and
taking off my Hat. There were many of
his Courtiers prefent, and I obferved above
5o of his Guard, ftood at a little diftance.
They were armed with Bows and Ar-
rows, 2 Sword by their fide, and a bar-
bed Lance in their Hands. My people
ranged themfelves oppofite to them, at
the diftance of about twenty paces.

After having prefented the King with
fome things, which, tho’ trifling to us, he
feemed highly delighted with; acciden-

tally turning my Head about, Ifaw a little
a Negroe-
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Negroe-Child tied by the Leg to a Stake
driven in the Ground, the flies and other
vermin crawling on him, and twao Priefls
ftanding by. Being furprized at this fight,
I afked the King, ©“ What was the reafon
« of the Child’s being tied in that man-
<« ner ?” He replied, It was to be facrifi-
¢« ced that night to his God Egéo, for his
¢« profperity.” Moved at the hearing of
this, I called (too haftily I muftown)to one
of my People, totake the Child from the
Ground, in order to preferve him. He
had no fooner done it, but one of the
King’s Guard advanced towards him, jn
a threatning pofture with his Lance ; and
fearing he would run him through, I
immediately took out of my Pocket a fmall
Piftol; "at the fight of which, the King
rofe from his Stool in a fright. ButI hid
the Linguift tell him, “ I would offer no
< Injury to him or his, provided he or-
¢ dered his Guard not to attack mine:”
Which he readily doing, and all things
being quiet, I expoftulated with him,
*« for his breaking the Laws of Hofpita-
¢ lity, In pernmnitting one of his Guard to

“ threaten
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¢ threaten my Man with his Lance.”
To this the King replied, ‘< I had not
< done well in ordering him to fcize the
“ Child, it being his Property.” This I
acknowledged, ‘¢ excufing it on the ac-
« count of my Religion, which, tho’ it
« does not allow of forcibly taking away
« what belongs to another, yet exprefly
<« forbids fo horrid a Thing, as the put-
¢ ting a poor innocent Child to death.
«« And that this would, inftead of Blef-
“ fings, certainly bring on him the Wrath
« of the moft high God, whom we white
« Men adored.” 1 alfo obferved to him,
« That the grand Law of human Nature
« was, To doto others as we defir'd to be
“ done unto;” and many other Argu-
ments I ufed, too long to repeat here. At
the fame time I offered to pay him for the
Child, which the King readily accepted :
And on my afking, what he defired for
it? to my furprize he only afked a bunch
of fky colouied Beads, worth about half
a Crown Sterling. I expected he would
have demanded a: leaft ten times that Va-
lue; for the INegroes, from the King ta

a o the
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the Trader, are generally very ready, on
any extraordinary occafion, to make their

Advantage of us.

After this was over, I ftaid about an
hour with the King, treating him with
European Liquors and Victuals, which I
had carried on Shore for that purpofe ;
but I took care not to drink any of his
Palm Wine, (which is a Liquor drawn
from a Tree, and which they can artfully
poifon) under pretence, it did not agree
with me. But my People did not {pare
ir, drinking plentifully of it wich his
Guards; and ecating likewife heartily of
their Victuals.

After this I took my leave, and the
King exprefled himfelf well pleafed with
my Vifit, promifing to come on board
again, befoie I went out of the River.

As we were returning in our Boat, I
1old the Gunner, ¢ That when we came
« on board, he thould pitch on fome mo-

« therly Woman, to take care of this poor
> « Child.”
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« Child.” To which he anfwered, ¢* He
« had already one in his Eye.”

It happened, the day before I went on
Shore to fee the King, I had purchafed the
Mother of the Child (tho’ I knew it not
then) from one of his People ; and at that
time my Surgeon obferving to me, fhe
had much Milk in her Breafts, I enquired
of the Perfon that brought her on board,
whether fthe had a Child when he bought
her from the Inland Trader? To which
he anf{wered in the negative.

But now on my coming on board, no
fooner was the Child handed into the Ship,
but this poor Woman efpying it, run
with great eagernefs, and fnatched him
out of the white Man’s Arms that held
him. I think there never was a more mov-
ing fight than on this occafion, between
the Mother and her littde Son, (who was
a fine Boy about 18 Months old; for ’tis
to be noted, the Negroe-Women generally
fuckle their Children till they are above
two years old) efpecially when the Lin-

guift
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guift told her, “ I had faved her Child
« from being facrificed.” Having at that
time above 300 Negroes on board my
Ship, no fooner was the Stoty known
amongft them, but they exprefled their
Thankfulnefs to me, by clapping their
Hands, and finging a Song in my praife.
This affair proved of great fervice to us,
for it gave them a good Notion of white
Men; fo that we had no Mutiny in our

Ship, during the whole Voyage.

I went from the River of O/d Callebar,
to the Iland of Antegoa, where our Car-
goe was fold; and upon my telling one
Mr. Studeley this remarkable flory, he
bought the Mother and her Son, and was

a kind Mafter to them.

I could give a farther account of fome
more extraordinary things, that have hap-
ened in the many Voyages I have made
to this Coafl; but am afraid of being te-
dious to the Reader: So I fhall conclude

with obferving, that Mynheer Bofman’s
Account
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Account of the Coaft of Guinea, is the moft
perfect Hiftory we have of that Country;
and do readily confefs, that whatever he
mentions, as far as my Obfervations have
reach’d, I have found to be true. To
this Book therefore I refer the Reader,
who is curious to know, the Manners,
Cuflams, Trade, &c. of the Negroes along
the Sea-Coaft,
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A NEW

ACCOUNT

Of fome Parts of

G UI N E A,
And the Slave-Trade.

RIS ERRIBRRNRRLER NN RS2SR KA S
BOOK L

Containing an Account of the De-
Sruétionof the Kingdons of Whi-
daw, or Fida; zbe _Author’s
Fourney to the King of Dahomé’s
Camp; with feveral other re-
markable Particulars.

F OR the better underftanding of the

following Relation, it is neceffary
to prefix fome Account of the

late State of the Country of #hidaw, be-
B fore




Defcrip-
tion of
Whidaw.
Sabee.

A new Accounz of Guinea,

fore the terrible Deftru¢tion and Defola-
tion thereof, in the Month of March
1726-7.

The Reader then is to obferve, That
the Sea-coaft of this Kingdom lies in 6
Degrees 40 Minutes North Latitude. Se-
bee, the chief Town of the Counrtry, is
fituate abour feven Miles from the Sea
fide. In this Town the King allowed the
Europeans convenient Houfes for their Fac-
tories; and by him we were proteéted in
our Perfons and Goods, and, when our
Bufinefs was finifh'd, were permitted to
go away in Safety. The Road where
Ships anchored, was a free Port for all
Europearr Nations trading to thofe Parts
for Negroes.  And this Trade was fo very
confiderable, that it is computed, while
it was in a floutithing &rate, there were
above twenty thouf:nd NNegroes yearly ex-
ported from thence, and the neighbouring
Places, by the Exgli/h, French, Dutch, and
Portuguefe. As this was the principal
Part of all the Gusuea Coaft for the Slave

Trade, the frequent Intercourfe that Na-
tion had for many Yecars carried on with
4 the
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the white People (2) had rendered them fo
civilized, that it was a Pleafure to deal
with them.

The greateft Inconvenience we were
expofed to, was the Thievery of the com-
mon People, which it was hardly poffible
to guard intirely againft; fo bold and
dextrous were they at itc: Tho’ if taken
in the Fadt, they became our Slaves.

The Cuftom of the Country allowsp,yga.
Polygamy to an exceflive degree; it be-my
ing ufual for a great Man to have fome
hundreds of Wives and Concubines, and
meaner Men in proportion; whereby the
Land was become fo ftock’d with People,
that the whole Country appeared full of
Towns and Villages: And being a very
rich Soil, and well cultivated by the In-
habitants, it looked like an intire Garden.
Trade having likewife flourithed for a
long time, had greatly enriched the Peo-
ple; which, with the Fertility of their
Country, had unhappily madc them fo
proud, effeminate, and luxurious, that

{a) So they call the Ewrgpcans, m Oppofition to the
e‘grac':. .
B 2 tho




4 A new Account of Guinea,

tho’ they could have broughr at leaft one

hundred thoufand Men into the Field, yet

fo great were their Fears, that they were

driven out of their principal City, by two

hundred of their Enemies; and at laft loft

their whole Country, to a Nation they for-

merly had contemned.  And tho’ this may

appear to the Reader very incredible, yet

it will fufficiently be illuftrated by the
following Account.

Account -  The King of Whidaw came to the

Zt{‘;‘;,/_i{_“’g Ciown when about fourteen Years old, fo

faw.  thatthe Government was for many Years

in the hands of the great Men of the

Country; who liked it fo well, that tho’

he was paft thirty Years of Age when

this Calamity happened, yet they had to

this time fought all ways to keep him

from a Knowledge of governing. This

fuited indeed wich his Temper, for he was

indolent and lafcivious, having in his

Court feveral thoufands of Women, by

whom he was ferved in all capacities;

for no Men-fervants were allowed to be

there. Being thus foften’d by his Plea-

fures, he grew intirely oegligent of his Af-

fairs,
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fairs, which at laft produced fuch a Weak-

nefs in the Government, that it endedin
its Ruin. For the great Men played the
petty Tyrants, often falling out, and pur-
fuing their particular Interefts, without
regarding the Good of their King or
Country. By this means the common
People were divided, and fuch Parties
arofe among them, as, added to their
Fears, rendered them a Prey to their
Neighbours; fo thar tho’ they were able
to have repelled any Force which could
have been brought againft them by the
neighbouring Countries, they rather chofe
to abandon the Land, than join heartly
againft the common Enemy; who brought
at this ume on them fuch a rterrible De-
folation by the Sword, Fire and Famine,
as hardly ever befel any Country.

This commoen Enemy was the King The King
of Dahome, a far inland Prince, who for9f Da- I
fome Years paft had rendeied himfelfvafion
famous, by many Vic€ories gained over
his Neighbours. He fent an Ambaflador
to the King ot #-idatv, requefting 1o have
an open Traffick to the Sea fide, and of-
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fering to pay him his ufual Cuftoms on
Negroes exported: which being refufed,
he from that time refolved to refent it,
when Opportumty offered. This the King
of Whidew was fo far from apprehend-
ing, that in an Audience I had of him,
foon after the Ambaffador’s Departure,
he told me; if the King of Dabomé
thould offer to invade him, he would not
ufe him when taken according to their
Cuftom, that 1s, cut off his Head, but
would keep him for a Slave to do the vileft
Offices.

And here ’us neceffary to make a fhort
Digrefiion concerning the King of Da-
tome's Conquefts. Being a politick and
couragious Prince, he had fuch Succefs
aganfl his Neighbours, in a few Years,
that he conquered towards the Sea Coaft,
as far as the Kingdom of Ardra, which
is the next inland Country adjoining to
Whidaw; and then refolved to remain
quict for fome time, in order to {ettle his
Conquefts. But an Accident foon called
him again to Arms, for the King of 47r-
dre having much injured his own Brother,

named
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named Huffar; the latter fent privately to
the King of Dahbomé, and offered him a
large Sum of Money to revenge him for
the many Affronts he had receiv’d from
the King his Brother. This the politick
Prince foon liften’d to; and the King of
Ardra having difcovered the Matter, fent
to the WWhidaws, reprefenting to them, it
was their common Intereft to oppofe this
Conqueror; but they moft imprudently
refufed to lend him their Affiftance. So
being obliged to encounter alone the King
of Dabomeé, he met him with all the For-
ces he could raife, which was about fifty
thoufand Men of his own People, and
after a three Days Engagement, his Army
was totally defeated, and himfelf raken
Prifoner. Soon after which he was be-
headed in the Conqueror’s Prefence ac-
cording to the barbarous Cuftom of thefe
black Princes.

There was at that time in the Country Bu/é?rc’z
of Ardra a white Gentleman, named ~“""
Bullfnch Lambe, who was detained Prifo-
ner by the King on this occafion: Hav-
ing been fent by the Governour of the

B 4 African
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African Company’s Setlement ac Faqueen,
on fome Bufinefs to the King of Ardra,
this Prince derained him, under pretence
the Company owed him for one hundred
Slaves, formerly fent down to their Fac-
tory; and he fent word to the Governour,
if he did not forthwith pay him this Debt,
he would make Mr. Lambe a Slave.
Which the Governour refufing to do, he
remained a Prifoner about two Years,
being ufed very hardly ’till he was taken
in this War by the King of Dabomé: Be-
ing brought into the . King’s Prefence
(who had never before feen a white Man)
he was treated very kindly by his Majefty,
and had, in a fhort time after, a Houthold
appointed for him with many Servants,
and the K.ng beftowed on him fome of
his near ielatons for Wives. Having
remained with this Prince near three Years,
he was at his own earneft Defire, dif-
mifs’d with a noble Prefent of Gold and
Slaves, in order to go for Eurspe: And
his Majefty by a Meflenger, to the Towns
and Villages he pafled through, inhis way

10 faqueen on the Sea fide, ordered the
‘ Inha-




and the Slave Trade. 9

Inhabitants to fhew him all poflible Re-
fpec, and provide nobly for his Enter-
tainment.

After this Gentleman’s Departure, the ##idew
King of Dahomé refolved to invade the
Country of Whidaw; which, as I have
been told, Mr. Lambe had difluaded him
from: ; reprefenting the great number of
the Inhabitants, who were much ufed to
Fire-Arms. Moreover, that the white
People refident and trading there, would

no doubrt affluit them for their own In-
tereft: So thar there was no probability

of Succefs. But this politick Prince find-
ing by his Spies, how much the great
Men and People were divided, and that
the King was only a Cypher in the Go-
vernment; he marched againft them.
The firft part of the Country he invaded
was the northernmoft, of which a great
Lord named Agpr agal was hereditary Go-
vernour, who forthwith fent to his Kine
for Afliftance: Burt through the Intercit
of his Enemies at Court, who wifhed his
Deftruction, he was refufed: So having
made a little Refiftance, he fubmitted o

the




10

A new Account of Guinea,

the King of Dabomé, who received him
very kindly.

The Conqueft of Appragab gave the
King an eafy Entrance into the Heart of
the Country; but he was obliged to halc
there by a river, which runs about half
a Mule to the northward of the principal
Town of the Whidaws, called Sabee, the
Refidence of their King. Here the King
of Daloné encamped for {fome time, not
imagining he could have found fo eafy a
Paffage and Conqueft as he met with
afterwards. For the Pafs of the River
was of that Nature, it mught have been
defended againft his whole Aimy, by five
hundred refolute Men; bvt inftead of
guarding it, thefe cowardly iuxurious Peo-
ple, thinking the fame of their numbers
fufficient to deter the Dalomes from at-
tempting it, kept no fet Guard. They
only went every Morning and Evening to
the River fide, to s :1e Fetiche as they call
i, that is, to offer da. 1nce to their prin-
cipal God, which was a particular harm-
lefs Sncle they adored, and prayed to on
this occafion, to keep their Enemies from
coming over the River, And
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And, as worfhiping a Snake may fef:*m fv’;‘ig;
very extravagant to {uch as are unacquain-peg.
ted with the Religion of the Negroes, 1
fhall inform the Reader of the Reafons
given for it by the People of Whidaw.
This fort of Snake is peculiar to their
Country, being of a very fingular Make;
for they are very big in the middle, round-
ing on the Back like a Hog, but very fmall
at the Head and Tail, which renders their
Motion very flow. Their Colour is yel-
low and white, with brown Streaks; and
fo harmlefs, that if they are accidentally
trode on (for it is a capital Crime to do
ic wilfully) and they bite, no bad Effett
enfues; which 1s one Reafon they give
for their worfhipping of them. More-
over, thereis a conftant Tradition amongft
them, that whenever any Calamity threa-
tens their Country, by imploring the
Snake’s Affiftance, they are always delive-
red from 1c. However this fell out for.
merly, it now ftood them in no ftead;
neither were the Snalkes themielves fpared
after the Conqueft. For they being in
great Numbers, and a kind of domeftick

Animals,
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Animals, the Conquerors found many of
them in the Houfes, which they treated
in this manner: They held them up by
the middle, and fpoke to them in this
manner: If you are Gods, [peak and fave
your felves: Which the poor Snakes not
being able to do, the Dabomes cut their
Heads off, ripped them open, broiled
them on the Coals, and eat them. It is
very {trange, the Conquerors fhould fo
far contemn the Gods of this Country,
fince they are {o barbarous and favage
themfelves, 25 to offer human Sacrifices
whenever they gain a Vidiory over their
Enemies; an Eye-Witnefs to which I
was, as hereafter fhall be related.

But to return to the King of Dabome.
He was {o politick as to fend to the Lu-
ropeans, then rciding at Whidaw, to af-
fure them, if they ftood neuter, and were
not found 1 Arms they fhould receive no
Pamage 1 their Perfons or Goods, in
cafe he proved Conqueror; and that he
would eafe their Trade, and remove di-
vers Impofitions laid on it by the King
ot /tlidatww: On the conuary, if they

4 appeared
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appeared againft him, they muft expect
his Refentment. Bur they were in a2 Di-
lemma; for tho' the King of Whidaw
did not defire otherwife, yet they would
gladly have retired from Sabee to two
mud-walled Forts, belonging to the Eng-
lifband French African Companies, which
are within three Miles of the Sea fide.
However, finding it would have been
refented by the King as a Difcourage-
ment to his People, they were obliged
to remain in the Town, never {ufpecting
the Inhabitants would have run away in
the cowardly manner they did; or that
they fhould fhare the Fate of War with
them.

The Pafs of the River being, as I have
related above, wholly left to the Care
of the Snakes, whom the Enemy litle
feared; and they having obferved for fe-
veral Days, that the Whidaws kept ro
fec Guard there, it encouraged the King
of Dabome’s General to fend two hundred
of his Soldiers to ford the River: Which
having done without Oppofition, and
being bold Fellows, they marched towards

ths
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the Town of Sabee, founding their mufical
Inftruments. This was about three a
Clock in the Afternoon, and the Out-
guards of the Town werealmoftallafleep;
but beng rouled by the Noife of the Ene-
my’s Mufick and Shouts, they fled into
the Town, reporting, that all the Da-
bome Army was got over the River:
Which foon reaching the King’s Ear, he
immediately fled, with all his People,
making no Refiftance. I was informed
by the white People, then in the Englifh
and French Forts, that about five a Clock
the fame Afternoon, they faw fuch Num-
bers of People flying from all Parts of
the Country towards the Sea fide, that it
was very furprizing : For the Fields were
covered with them many Miles round, and
their black Colour made them the more
confpicuous in a clear funfhiny Day, on
a fine flat champaign Country. The King,
with a great number of his Subjeéts fled
to an Ifland on the Sea Coaft, which was
parted from the main Land by a River,
having ferried over in Canoes; but a

great many that could not have the fame
Benefit,
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Benefir, being hurried on by their Fears,
were drowned in the Rivers, in attempt-
ing to fwim to the Iflands lying near
Popoe; which was the next neighbouring
Country to their own, on the Sea Coaft
to the Weftward ; and where they mighe
have been fecure from their Enemies,
had they efcaped. Moreover, many thou-

fands of thefe poor People thart fheltered
themfelves up and down the Country

among the Bufhes, perithed afterwards by
Sword and Famine.

But now toreturn to the Dakbeme Sol-
diers: When they firft came to Sadee, it
feems they marched direcly to the King's
Court, where not finding him, they fet it
on Fire; and then fent their General
word of what had happened ; who brought
the whole Army over the River that
Evening. He was in fuch a Surprize at
his good Fortune, that he could hardly
believe what he faw; and the white
Gentlemen were as much amazed, to fee
the great Cowardice of thefe People, who
had vapoured fo highly, and as ignomini-
oufly quitted the Town without oppofing

their
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their Enemies in the leaft, leaving them
intirely in the Power of the Conquerors,
with all cheir ownRiches. Mr. Duport, who
was then the African Company’s Gover-
nour, told me, that when the Dabomeé Sol-
diers, who had never {een white Men be-
fore, came to his Houfe, they ftood in
amaze,and would not venture near him, till
he beckon’d and held out his Hand to them.
Whereupon they laid hold on him, and
finding Ium a Man like themfelves in all
Refpedts, except Colour, foon laid afide
their Reverence; and taking from him
what he had valuable in his Pockers,
made him Prifoner, with abour forty
other white Men, Englyh, French, Dutch
and Portuguefe, who were ferved in the
fame manner. Amongft them was Fe-
rem:ab Tinker Eiq; who had juft before
refigned the African Company’s Affairs to
Mr. Duport, and defigned, if this Acci-
dent had not prevented him, to have em-
barked in a few Days for England. But
Segnor Perera the Portuguefe Governour,
had the good Fortune to efcape from

Sabee, to the Frenh Fort, He told me,
had




and the Slave Trade.

he was in great fear of being {mothered in
the Prefs of the flying People, whom he
could hardly keep off with his Dagger,
from the Hammock he was carried in on
Mens Shoulders. The Day after the tak-
ing of the Town of Sabee, the white Men
taken Prifoners, were fentinto the Coun-
try to the King of Dabemé, who lay then
encamped with another Army, about
forty Miles off in the Kingdom of 4rdra;
fome Hammocks being provided for the
principal white People amongft them,
which is the ufual way of travelling in
this Country for Gentlemen either white
or black.

Mr. Duport further told me, that as
foon as they came into the Camp, they
were feparated according to their Nations,
being delivered to, and put under the
Care of, feveral principal black Gentlemen.
At firft they were badly accommo-
dated; for it was fome Days before he
could obrain an Audience of the King;
which when he did, he greatly com-
plained of the Ufage he had met with in

all Refpe&ts. On this his Majefty faid,
‘ C “ He
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“ H¢ wis véry forty for what kad hape
« péi'd, fot he hid given Ordérs o g)‘x;
¢ Cdptains, in café cthey rhet wicth Suc-
“ cefs, to vfe (he white Men well ; but
“ He Hoped théy would excufe what had
“ befillen themt, which was to be ateri-
“ butéd to the Faie of War: Confcﬁ'in'g‘,
« he was much furpfized when hie was
“ firft inforftied, fo many white People
¢ were imade Prifoners, and foon after
“ brought to his Camp. That in the
Confufion of Thikgs he had not regard-
“ ¢€d them fo ihuth as he ought; but fot
# the future, they fhould have beteet
¢« Treatment.” Which accordingly they
found; but could néver recover dny thing
tikén fromi thétn, that being put on the
fcore of the ‘Fa'tc of War. However, a
Few Days aftet, they were fét at Liberty
without any Radfoni, and fent down o
the Englz_'//: and Frenck Forts, The prin-
cipal Gentlemen athofgft them were
prefented with Slaves, and his Majelty
affured the, as foon as he had fettled
his Conqueft, he would fake Trade
flourith, and have a particul'a'r Reégard
to their Interefls. The

[a)
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The latter end of March, in the Year
1726-7, 1 arrived with the Kazbarine Gal-
ley in the Road of Whidaw, where 1 land-
ed, and went to the Englifk Fort, which
is about three Miles from the Sea fide,
and likewife to the French Fort near
adjoining. The white People that had
been taken Prifoners, being returned to
thofe Places but a few Days before, gave
me a full account of the great Calamity
fallen on the Country, about three Weeks
before my Arrival ; which gave me much
Concern, I haviog traded there feveral
Voyages. It was a lamentable Story to
hear, and 3 difmal Sight to fee, the De-
folation of fo fine a Country, lately ex-
ceeding populous, now deftroyed in fuch
a manner by Fire and Sword.  The Car-
nage of the Inhabitants was, above all, a
moft moving SpeQacle, the Fields bging
ftrewed with their Bones. Moreover the
Concern for the Intersft of my Voyage
affected me not a little. But knowing
it highly neceffary to keep up my Spirics
in fo hot a Counsry, I refolved (humbly
telying on Providgnce) not to be wanting

C 2 in
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in my Endeavours, for the Intereft I had
under my Care; and I met with far
greater Succefs than any way I could
have reafonably expected, confidering the
melancholy Profpeét I had then of Af-
fairs, which fhall be related hereafter.

Having ftayed three Days on Shore
with the Englifh and French, who, I found,
were in as great a Doubt as my felf how
to a¢t in their Affairs; I came to a Refo-
lution to go for the Port or Road of ¥a-
queen, which lies abour feven Leagues to
the Eaftward of #hidaw ; and has about
thirty Miles of Sea-Coaft. This Place
hasalways been the Sea Port to the King-
dom of Ardra, and tributary to it; hav-
ing a hereditary Governour, who paid his
Tribute in Loaves of Salt, there being
great Quantities made here.

As foon as the King of Dabomé had
conquered Ardra, the Lord of this Place
fent his Submiflion, offering the ufual
Tribute he ufed to pay the conquered
King; which was readily accepted. This
fhews the Policy of the King of Dabomé;
tor tho’ he had made a terrible Deftru@i-

on
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on of the Inhabitants of the inland Coun-
tries he had conquered from Time to
Time; yet he knew his Intereft too well,
to deftroy the People of this Couptry in
the fame manner; for having now ob-
tained his Defires, in gaining a free Paf-
fage 10 the Sea-Side, he judged the Ffa-
queens would be very ufeful to him, be-
caufe they underftood Trade, and now
by their means, he fhould never want
a fupply of Arms and Gunpowder, to
carry on his defigned Conquefts. More-
over thefe People had ever been Rivals
to the Whidaws in Trade, and had an
inveterate Hatred againft chem, becaufe
they had drawn almoft the whole trade
from the Fagueens, to their own Country.
~ For, the Pleafantnefs thereof, with the
good Government in former Times, had
induced the Eurgpeans to carry on the far
greater part of the Trade, at their prin~
cipal Town of Sabee.

It was on the third of April 1727, we
anchored in the Road of fagucer ; and
foon after I fent on Shore my Suigeon,
to the Lord of that Place, to fettle an

C 3 Agrec-
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Agreement with him, before T1andéd my
felf; for 1 had never ‘been “at this Place,
and had a Hint given ‘me ot to truft
him, before all thct’arucufars I demhanded
were agreed to by him; for he had for-
merly plaid bafe Tricks with fome Eu-
ropeans, who had not taken fuch a Pre-
caution. In the Evening my Surgeon fent
me a Letter, informing me, he had ob-
tained all I defired; ‘For the Performanée
of which the Lord of che Place had taken
his Fetiche or QOath, in prefence - of a
French and Dutch” Géntleman: 'On this
Affurance I landed the next Day, and
went up to the Town of Jaqueen, which
lies' about three Miles from the Séa- fide,
where I was received very kindly, the Pro-
mifes and Agreement made with my Sur-
geon being renewed, and ‘a Houfe ap-
pointed me to keep F a&tory in.

The next Day a Meflenger came from
the King of Dabomé, whofe Name was
lettcnae. He fpékq'very good Englifh,
and told me, “ His Majefty having heard
““ there was an Fng/i/b Ship arrived in the
“ Road of #hidaw, he had ordered him

‘_‘ to
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« 180 go -there and invite the Captain sto
¢ come .up ito his.Camp; {which .was
-+ .aboyt forty Miles dicedtly .wivhjn .che
.« )Lantin.theCountry of Ardraybucbeing
¢ told .there 1 .was gone for Fagqueen, the
-« hadfollowed.me to make therKing's'Re-
1 figetknown-to -me: Afluring me in his
¢ Mdjefty’s Name, I thould 'be intiraly
-« fafe.in all.Refpeéts, .and:kindly.ufed.”
Jo this:I anfwered, * I would .con-
¢¢ Ifider: his ‘Majefty’s kind ;Invitation, and
e 1hie s(hould know .my iRefolution .next
st¢ (Day.” :But perceivingiL hadfome Dif-
.ruft in.my1Mind, he reprefented. to me,
-¢~Fhat «f L did not go, .1t would highly
«,offend .the King; that he /feared .1
«t:{hould not.be permiued to.trade, . be-
«¢ -fides other -bad Confequences might
«ifollow.” 'This :black Meflenger, as
.mentioned abave, {poke very good Eng-
Jiyb,. having learat.ic.whena Boy in the
s Englyb. Fatory avWhidaw : He belonged
to Mr.-Lambe, and was with him at the
time' he was taken. Prifoner by the King
of Ardra. ‘They both fell into the King

of Dalkemd’s Power, as related .above,
C 4 where
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where he learnt the Country Language ;
and in this refpe¢t I had as capable an
Interpreter as I could defire. So, upon con-
fidering the matter, finding the Intereft of
my Voyage depended on my going to the
The Au- Camp to wait on the King, I refolved to
}ﬁﬂi:ey ,, undertake it, tho’ the many Barbarities [
the King  had been told his People had been guilty of,
temes  gave me fome Concern. However, foon
Camp. after, I had further Encouragement, by
others offering to accompany me. For
a Dutch Captain’s Curiofity prompted him
to it, whofe Ship had been deftroyed juit
before by the Portuguefe : Moreover the
Dutch chief Factor propofed to fend one
of his Writers with large Prefents to the
Conqueror ; likewife the Lord of Faqueen
offered to fend his own Brother, to pay
his Duty, with great Prefents to the
King ; not having done it before. So
having prepared all Things for our Jour-
ney, which took us up three Days, we

fet out in the following manner.
The eighth of April, at nine a Clock
in the Morning, being accompanied with

the aforefaid Perfons, we went to the Side

of
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of the River thatruns on the Back part of
the Town ?f jaguem, having in our Re-
tinue One- hupdred black Servants. We
ferried over the River in Canoes, which
are a fort of Boats, made of large Trees
hollowed. The People of the Town at-
tended us in great numbers to the water
fide, praying for our fuccefs: For they
were under terrible apprehenfions for our
fafety, amongft fuch barbarous People as
we were going to: Efpecially they were
highly concerned for the Duke, their
Lord’s Brother, who was a Perfon en-
dowed with the moft amiable qualitics T
ever met with amongft Perfons of his
Colour.

Being landed on the other fide of the Ri-
ver, we fet out on our Journey, the pro-
per fervants of each perfon attending in
their feveral places. I had fix Ham-
mock-men, who relieved one another by
turns; two at a time being only required
to carry the Pole which it is faftened to.
I had likewife a fmall Horfe to ride on,
when I was weary with lying in the
Hammock. The other Gentlemen were

' accom-.




vb

A new Account of Guinea,

accommodated in‘the fame dyanner, ‘Our
travelling was at the rate of dbout Four
miles an hour; for we made frequent
‘Stops for our Baggage-carriers, -there be-
'ing no Carts nor good ‘Horfes at Fagueen;
the few Horfes that are there ‘being but
Titile bigger than our Afles. ‘The‘Coun-
try, as we travélled along, appeared beau-
tiful and pledfant, and the’Roads good;
*but defolated’ by the War, for we faw the
remains 6f abundance of Towns and Vil-
"lages, with a great quantity of the lateIn-
“hibitants bones ftrewed about-the Ficlds,
Noontime being paft, we dined under
‘fome Cocoe-trees, on the cold ‘Provifion
we carried with us; aund in the ‘Evening
“being come to a few forry Hovels, we
put up there for the night, and lay on the
ground on mats, (the huts not being big
enough to hapg our hammocks up in)
and the greateft part of our Attendants
were obliged to ]lye in the open Air.
The next day about feven a clock in
the morning, we fet out again, and by
nine came within -half a mile of the

King's Camp. 'Here we halted, and
judge
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5uidge ‘We hall thén ‘tatellell-abotie Torty
‘mités ‘fromh Fegueen. Scondfter a Mdfien-
‘ger cditie frotn’is Majélty tb ‘complimerdc
and welcome ‘us; ‘and being told it was
proper to prepare our 'félycs, we fook our
‘beft apparel out of our trunks, and drefsd
our felves under the covert'of 4an dld wall;
and foon after weadvanced within alittle
way of the Camp, where we were defired
‘to wait 'for a great Man who was to re-
‘ceive us. The 'King, it feems, to do us
_ihe'i'nore' lzoriour, fgnt the principal per-
“fon of his ‘Court (whom the Negrdes dil-
tinguifh'd to us by the Title of the Grear
"Captain) to receive us; which he did in
a very eftraordinary manner. For he
came in the midft of five -hundred Sol-
diers, who had Fire-arms, drawn Swords,
"Shields, ‘and ‘Banners in their hands, uf-
ing fo many odd and ridiculous Cere-
monies, (as they appeared to us) that at
firft 'we could not.judge, whether they
meant us well or ill: For the Great Cap-
tain, with fome of hig Officers, ap-
proachéd us, with ‘their Swords drawn,
flourifhing them over our heads, then

3 pointing
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jpointing them to our Breafts, and fkip-

ping and jumping about us, like fo many
monkies, thowing as many tricks and
poftures, as that animal generally does.
Ar laft, after fome time fpent in this
manner, the Great Man fettled into a
fedate temper; Then he gave us his hand,
welcoming us in the King’s Name, and
drank to us in Palm Wine, which is a

Juice drawn from the Palm-tree, which

is very common in that Country. We
returned the Compliment, drinking the
King’s health both in Wine and Beer we
had brought with us, which he feemed to
be well pleafed with: and &1l Ceremonies
being ended, he defired us 19 go with him
towards the Camp; and accordingly we
proceeded, the Soldiers guarding us, and
the mufical Inftruments making a difmal
noife.

In about half an hour’s time we arrived
at the Camp, which was near a very great
ruin’d Town, late the principal place of
the Kingdom of Ardra. Here the Army
lay in tents, which, according to the IVe-

groe-Cuftom, were made of fmall Boughs
of
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of Trees, and covered with Thatch, very
much refembling Bee-hives, but each
big enough to hold ten or twelve Sol-
diers, who crept in at a hole on one fide,
and lay heads and points together. Upon
our entring the Camp, we were con-
duced to fome large Trees, where Chairs,
(taken from the W kidaws,) were brought
for us to fit on, under the Shade of the
Trees. Immediately fuch Numbers of
People flock’d aboutus, that if the Officers
had not ordered the Soldiers to keep the
the Muldcude off, we fhould have been
in danger of being fmothered. For tho’
there had been forty white men taken at
Whidaw, who were all brought up pri-
{foners to this Camp, and afterwards re-
leafed, as related above, yet thoufands of
people, who came fince out of the far
inland Countries, had never feen a
white man before us.

Having refted our felves about two
hours, under the Shade of the Trees, and
beheld divers Feats of AQivity, perform-
ed by the Soldiers to divert us, we were
condu&ed to a thatch’d Houfe, that had

been
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been prépased B¢ us; and the; we were
eRligedioftopp,atong goingin ar the Door,
yes these wag heighs enowgh, wighin to
bang ows Hammaogks up te Aesp in, which
was po listle Sasisfackion to us, for oug
Bonss were hardly recovsred, from the
former nights Lodging op the Ground.
After we had ffowed our Baggage in che
Teny, the geeat Man took his keave af ug,
but left 3 Guard ta prevent apy of the
People from difturbing us, apd he wens
te the King 1o give his Majefty an Ac-
seunt of our Arrival.

By shis 1ime Noon was come, fo we
fec dawn w0 dinngr on cold Ham and
Fewls, which we had broughs with us.
Qur Tent fleed ip the middle of a large
Court palifadeed round. We were fur-
prizsd, thas na Peoplg came into the
place to fee us, shey haying crouded fo
much at firft, on our gaming into the
Camp: Bot 1 was wld the Kipg hav-
ing heen inform'd how we were incom-
moded ; had giyen ftrict Orders, no one,
on pain of Death, fhaopld, withqut Jeave

of the Caprain of our Guard, come tq fes
us
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us. 'This was pleafing news; for by thig
w¢ found his Majefty was duly obeyed,
and alfo had our fafety at heart. Bur we
were plagued with a Vermin that greatly
annoyed us ; and thac was fuch an infinite
number of Flies, that tho’ we had feveral
Servants with Flappers, to keep them off
our Vi€tuals, yet it was hardly poffible
to put a bic of Meat into our Mouths,
without fome of thofe Vermin with ic
Thefe Flies, it feems, were bred by a
great number of dead Mens Heads, which
were piled on Stages, not far from our
Tent, tho' we did not know fo much at
that time.

After we had dined, a Meflenger came
to us, about three o’ clock in the after-
noon, from the Great Captain, defiring
us to go to the King's Gate; accordingly

we went, and in our way faw two large
Stages, on which were heaped a great

number of dead Men’s Heads, that afford-
ed no pleafing fight or {fmell. Our In-
terpreter told us, they were the Heads of
four thoufand of the #hidaws, who had

been facrificed by the Dabomés to their
God,

st
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God, about three weeks before, as an
Acknowledgment of the great Conqueft

they had obrain’d.

When we came to the King’s Gate,
as they call'd it, we found it only an
Entrance into a large Court, which was
palifadoed round; there being feveral
mud-wall'd Houfes in it. Here we were
defired to fit down on Stools brought to
us; and an Officer prefenied us, in the
King’s name, with Cows, Sheep, Goats,
and ather Provifion; with this Compli-
ment, that as his Majefty was then in a
Camp, it was not in his power to provide
for us berter at this time. Having re-
turned thanks for this unexpected favour,
we went out of the Courr, and were fur-
prized with a fight, at the Gate, of forty
ftout Men ranked in file, with Fufees on
their Shoulders, and broad Swords in their
Hands; who had about their necks ftrings
of dead Mens Teeth, reaching as low as
their middle, both behind and before, in
fuch Quantities, as might furnith all the
Barber-Surgeons Shops in Eurgpe.  Being

furprized at this extraordinary appearance,
I atked
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I afked the Linguift, Why they were dreft
in this manner ? To which he replied,
They were the King's Herces, or Wor-
thies, who had Kkilled a great many Peo-
ple with their own hands, and were al-
lowed, as a mark of their great Valour,
to ftring and wear their Enemies Teeth
about their Necks; and, I might obferve,
fome of them had been more fuccefsful
than others, by the different quantities
they had on: For thatit was made death
by their Law, for any of thofe Gentle-
men to ftring a Tooth, without firft
making due Proof, before the proper Of-
ficers, that it belonged to an Enemy flain
with theit own hand in Battle. Having
viewed this ftrange Sight, I bid the Lin-
guift tell them, ¢ They appeared to be a
** Company of brave Gentlemen, and that
«« T was their humble Servant.” This
Compliment pleafed them, and they re-
turned it, faying, * They had a great
“ Efteem forwhite Men.”

After this was pafs'd, we returned to
our Tent, and fupped; then hung up

our Hammocks, and lay in them rtill
D Morn-
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Morning. I took notice, that the Lord
of Fagueen's Brother, who came from
thence with us, was entertained at the

‘Tent of the Great Captain; and on my
inquiring the reafon, I was anf{wered, It

was in refpect to us, that we might not
be crouded in our Tent.

Next Morning, at nine a Clock, an
Officer came from the King to acquaint
us, we fhould have an Audience forth-
with. Accordingly we prepared our
felves ; and then geing to the King’s Gate,
were {oon after introduced into his Pre-
fence. His Majefty was in a large Court
palifadoed round, fitting (contrary to the
Cuftom of the Country) on a fine gilt
Chair, which he had taken from the
King of Whidaw. There were held over
his Head, by Women, three large Um-
brellas, to fhade him from the Sun: And
four other Women ftood behind the Chair
of State, with Fufils on their Shoulders.
I obferved, the Women were finely drefs’'d
from the middle downward, (the Cuftom
of the Country being not to cover the
Body upward, of either Sex) moreover

they
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they had on theit Arms, many large Ma-
nelloes, or Rings of Gold of great
Value, and round their Necks, and in
their Hair, abundance of their Country
Jewels, which are a fort of Beads of
divers Colours, brought from a far in-
land Country, where they are dug out of
the Earth, and in the fame Efteem with
the Negroes, as Diamonds amongft the
Europeans.

The King had a Gown on, flowered
with Gold, which reached as low as his
Ancles; an Eurogpean embroidered Hat
on his Head; with Sandals on his Feer.
We being brought within ten Yards of the
Chair of State, were defired to ftand fiill:
The King then ordered the Linguift to
bid us welcome; on which we paid his
Majefty the refpect of our Hats, bowing
our Heads at the fame time very low, as
the Interpreter directed us. Then I or-
dered the Linguift to acquaint the King,
“ That on his Majefty’s fending, to de-
“ fire me to come up to his Camp, I
¢« forthwith refolved on the Journey;
¢« that I might have the pleafure of fee-

D 2 ing
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“ ing fo great and gooed a King, as I
¢« heard he was; relying intirely on the
“ Promifes his Meflenger had made me
¢« in his Majefty’s Name.” The King
feemed well pleafed with what I faid,
and affured us of his Prote@ion and kind
ufage. Then Chairs being brought, we
were defired to fit down, and the King
drank our Healths ; and then Liquor be-
ing brought us by his Order, we drank
his Majefty’s. After this the Interpreter
told us, ¢ It was the King’s Defire we
« fhould ftay fometime with him, to fee
«“ the Method of paying the Soldiers
«« for Captives taken in War, and the
« Heads of the flain.

It fo happen’d, that in the Evening of
the Day we came into the Camp, there
were brought above eighteen hundred
Captives, from a Country called Tufoe,
at the diftance of fix days Journey. The
occafion of warting on them, the Lin-
guift thus related, ¢ That at the time
“ his King was wholly employed in
“ contriving the Deftruion of the
“ Whidaws, thefe People had prefumed

(1 [0
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« to attack five hundred of his Sol-
“ diers, fent by his Majefty as a Guard
¢ to twelve of his ‘'Wives, who were
« going with a large quantity of Goods
 and fine things, carried by Slaves, to
« the Country of Dabome. The Guard
“ being routed, and the Women f{lain,
« the Tuffoes poflefs’d themfelves of
“ the Goods; for which Outrage, as
# foon as the Conqueft of Whidaw was
“ compleated, the King fent part of his
* Army againft them, to revenge him
« for their Villany; in which they had
“ all defirable Succefs.” It was neceffary
to mention this Affair, for the bertter
underftanding of what follows, it being fo
very remarkable.

The King, at the time we were pre-
fent, ordered the Captives of Tuffoe to be
brought into the Court: Which being ac-
cordingly done, he chofe himfelf a great
number out of them, to be facrificed to
his Fetiche or Guardian Angel ; the others
being kept for Slaves for his own ufe;
or to be fold to the Europeans. There
were proper Officers, who received the

D 3 Captiver
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Captives from the Soldiers hands, and paid
them the Value of twenty Shillings Ster-
ling for every Man, in Cowries, (which
is a Shell brought from the Eaff Indies,
and carried in large quantities to #hbidaw
by the Europeans, being the current Money
of all the neighbouring Countries far and
near) and ten Shillings for a Woman,
Boy, or Girl. There were likewife brought
by the Soldiers fome thoufands of dead
Peoples Heads into the Court; every Sol-
dier, as he had Succefs, bringing in his
hand one, two, three, or more Heads
hanging in a String; and as the proper
Officers received them, they paid the Sol-
diers five Shillings for each Head: Then
feveral People carried them away, in ar-
der to be thrown on a great Heap of
other Heads, that lay near the Camp;
the Linguift telling us his Majefty defigns
to build a Monument with them, and
the Heads of other Enemies formerly
conquered and killed.

I obferved, there were a great many of
the principal Men of the Court and Ar-
my prefent, all proftrated on the Ground;

none
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none being permitted to go nearer, than
within twcm!y foot of the King’s Chair;
and whatfoever they had to fay to his Ma-
jefty, firft kiffing the Ground, they whif-
pered into the Ear of an old Woman,
who went to the King; and having re-
ceived his anfwer, fhe returned with it
o them. His Majefty likewife fhowed
his Liberality to his Courtiers and Offi-
cers, in prefenting them with art leaft two
hundred Captives. As foon as any per-
fon had a Slave prefented to them, a pro-
per Officer made Proclamation of ir,
which was immediately echoed by the
Populace, who were waiting in great
numbers at the King’s Gate for the Sa-
crifices.

After the Bufinefs of the Caprtives was
difpatch’d, there came into the Court two
Fellows, with a large Tub, thar had in
it at lealt fix Gallons of Frumenty, or
fuch like ftuff, which they fet on the
Ground ; and then falling on their Knees,
they took with their Hands the Vi&tuals
out of the Tub, and threw it {o faft into
their Mouths, that tho’ there was fuch a

D 4 quant i
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quantity of ir, they difpatch’d it ina few
Minutes. The Linguift told us, this was
their daily Practice ; but that thefe Gor-
mandizers lived not many Years, and
then others took up their Trade; which
is only in order to diverc the King.

After this we faw feveral other things,
full as ridiculous as this, which would
be tedious for e to relate, as well as
to the Reader to perufe; fo having been
near three Hours in the Court, expofed
to the great hear of the Sun, from which
we had nothing but Umbrellas to defend
us, we defired his Majefty’s Leave, to re-
tire to our Tent, which was readily
granted ; accordingly we paid our Duty
m a compliment to the King, and went
away.

Sometime after this, we {at down to
Dinner in our Tent, being accompanied
with a great number of Flies, as formerly
mentioned. Juft as we had dined, the
Duke, Brother to the Lord of ‘fagueen,
came to us in fo great a fright, that af-
ter he had fat down, he could not {peak
for fome time : And tho’ he was at other

times,
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qames, of a comely black colour, yet now
his Countenance was changed to tawny:
For as he was coming to our Tent, he
faw a great number of poor People going
to be facrificed; whofe Lamentations had
made fuch an Impreffion, that it had oc-
cafioned this great diforder in him. For
the People of the Sea-Coaft abhor {uch
things; efpecially the eating their Bodies
afterwards, as the Dabomes do. And ’tis
not to be imagined, what fervice the re-
port of this did them, when they firft
invaded the Countries bordering on the
Sea-Coaft: On which I thall makea fhore
Digreffion, to inform the Reader.
Difcourfing afterwards with fome of
the principal People of Ardra and Wh;i-
daw, who had efcaped the Conqueror's
Sword, and telling them, what a Re-
proach and Difgrace it was to the lacter
Nation to quit their Country to the De-
bomes in fo cowardly a manner as they
had done ; they anfwered, It was not pof-
fible to refift fuch Cannibals, the very
Report of which had extremely intimi-
dated their whole Nation. Whereupon

I ob.
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I obferved to them, It was allone to 3
dead Carcafe, whether it was eaten by
their own kind, or by the Vultures, (of
which there are great numbers in the
Country) onwhich they fhrugged up their
Shoulders, faying, « The thoughts of be-
‘“ ing eaten by their own Species, were far
“ more terrible to them, than the Appre-
« henfions of being killed.

But to return again to the Duke, I en-
deavoured to allay his Fears, by reprefent-
ing to him, we had the King’s Promife for
our Safety ; and that facrificing their Ene-
mies being the ufual cuftom of the Coun-
try on any Conqueft, he ought not to be
fo much f{urprized at it. But he replied,
As to his own Safety he was very doub:t-
ful of it, the King not having yet admitted
him to an Audience; fo he requefted he
might remain in our Tent, as thinking
himfelf fafer with us, and accordingly we
granted his requeft. Then fending for
our Linguift, we defired to know, Whe-
ther the Dusch Captain and my felf might
be admitted to fee the manner of the Sa-

crifices: (As for the Dutch Writer, he
chofe
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chofe to remain in the Tent with the
Duke) The Interpreter anfwered, He
would go to the chief Feticheer, or Prieft,

and know, whether he would be pleafed

to give us leave. Soon after he returned,

and informed us, Leave was granted: Sog, , .
we went with him, about a quarter of a Sac s
mile from the Camp. There we found
great numbers of People gathered toge-
ther; and our Guard made way for us
through the Croud, tll we came near
four fmall Stages, which were erected
about five foot from the ground. We
ftood clofe to them, and obferved the
Ceremony, which was performed in the
following manner.

The firlt Vittim we faw, was brought
to the fide of the Stage. It wasa comely
old Man, between fifty and fixty Years of
Age. His hands were tied behind him;
and in his behaviour, he fhowed a brave
and updaunted Mind, nothing like Fear
appearing in him. As he ftood up-
right by the Stage, a Fetickeer, or Prieft,
laid his Hand on his Head, faying fome
words of Confecration, which lafted

about
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about two Minutes. Then he gave the
fign of Execution, to a Man that ftood
behind the Vi&tim with a broad Sword,
who immediately ftruck him on the nape
of the Neck, with fuch force, that the
Head was fevered at one Blow, from the
Body; whereupon the Rabble gave a
great Shout. The Head was caft on the
Stage, and the Body, after having lain a
little whilgon the Ground, that the Blood
might drain from it, was carried away by
Slaves, and thrown in a place adjoining ta
the Camp. The Linguift told us, the
Head of the Vi&tim was for the King;
the Blood for the Fetiche, or God; and
the Body for the common People. We
{aw many other Perfons facrificed in this
lamentable manner, and obferved, That
the Men went to the fide of the Stages,
bold and unconcerned; but the Cries of
the poor Women and Children were very
moving, and much affe¢ted the Dutch
Captain and My felf, thp' in a different
manner : For he exprefled his Fears to
me, That the Priefts might take it into
their Heads, to ferve usin the fame man-

ner,
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ner, if they fhould fancy white People
would be more acceptable to their God,
than perfons of their own colour. This
notion raifed fome fear in me, but recol-
leting my felf, I told him, « As the
«“ King was fo greatly reverenced and
« feared, I was in good hopes nothing
“ would be awtempted on us; and thac
“ we ought to put a good face on the
“ matter, and withdraw from fo terrible
« a Sight, the firft opportunity.” Soon
afier, a principal Man of the Court
came and ftood by us, and bid the Inter-
preter afk us, “ How we liked the Sight ?”
To whigh we replied, ¢ Not at all: For
“ our God had exprefly forbid us ufing
¢ Mankind in fo cruel a manner: That
¢« our Curiofity had drawn us to come
“ and fee it; which if we had not done,
“ we could never have believed it.” Then
I afked the Linguift, Whether this Gen-
tleman was accounted a generous good
humoured Man? To which the Linguift
replying in the affirmative, I ventured to
put this Queftion to him, ¢ That if his
“ Fate had brought him into the fame
6 “ Mif-
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« Misfortune, as thefe poor Captives weré
¢ now in, how he fhould like it? He
« readily anfwered, Not atall. On this
« ] obferved to him, that the grand Law
« both of Whites and Blacks, with all
¢ their Fellow Creatures was: To do to
t< others no otherwife, than as they defired to
¢ pe dome unto! And that our God had en-
¢ joined this to us on pain of very fevere
¢ Punifhments.” To which he anfwered,
‘This was the Cuftom of his Country ;
and {0 he left us.

Prefently after this Gentleman’s depar-
ture, there came to us a Colonel of the
Army, whom we had feen at fagqueen,
the day before we fet out on our Journey-
‘This perfon feemed very friendly and glad
to fee us, and ready to refolve any Que-
ftions we put to him. Amongft the reft
I told him, « That I wondered they
« fhould facrifice fo many People, of
¢ whom they might otherwife make
« good advantage, by felling them.” He
replied, ¢ It had ever been the Cuftom of
« their Nation, after any Conqueft, to

“« offer to their God a certain number of
({3 Cap‘
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« Captives, which were always chofe out
« from among the Prifoners, by the King
« himfelf: For they firmly believed,
« {hould this be omitted, no more Suce
« cefs would attend them., And he ar-
« gued for the Neceflity and Ufefulnefs
« of their doing it, from the large Con-
« quefts they had made within a few
¢« Years, without any Defeat.” Thenl
alked him, ‘“ Why {fo many old Men were
«“ facrificed in particular? He anfwered,
“ It was beft to put them to death; for
“ being grown wife by their Age and long
« Experience, if they were preferved,
“ they would be ever plotting againft their
« Mafters, and fo difturb the Country;
“ for they never would be eafy under
« Slavery, having been the chief Men in
“ their own Land. Moreover, if they
“ fhould befpared, no Enropean would buy

« them, on accountof their Age.” I then
obferved to him, That I had feen feveral
handfome young People facrificed, whom
I was fure the Europeans would gladly have
bought. He replied, ¢ They were de-
“ figned toattend in the other World the
6 “ King’s
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« King's Wives, whom the Tuffves their
< Countrymen hadflain.” By which An.
fwer I found they have a Notion of a
future State, tho’ a very rude one. And
this put me upon afking him, What Opi-
nions they held concerning their God?
To which he gave a very confufed and
imperfe&t Anfwer; f{o that all I could ga-
ther from his Difcourfe was, That they
efteemed him as an invifible Guardian
Angel, fubordinate to another God; ad-
ding, ¢ Perhaps that God might be
““ ours, who had communicated fo many
‘““ extraordinary Things to white Men;
« as he had been informed by Mr. Lambe:
¢ But as that God had not been pleafed
¢« to make himfelf known to them, they
“ muft be fatisfied with chis they wor-
« thipped.”

By this time the Mob being grown thin,
on the fide where we ftood, I told the
Linguift, we would return to our Tent,
and Iinvited the Colonel to go along with
us, which he readily promifed. Accor-
dingly our Guard having made way for

us, we left this horrible Placeand Sight,
not
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not having received the leaft Affront, tho’

we were near two Hours by the Stages.
At our return we underftood, the King
had fent the Duke word, he fhould have
an Audience that Evening; whereupon I
endeavoured to cheer him up by telling
him, « That we had been civilly ufed ac
« the Sacrifices, and that nothing could
¢ more conduce to his Repurtation, than
¢« his appearing before the King, in his
<« ufual {fprightly Carriage and Behaviour,”
which was indeed natural to him. On
this he went from us to the Great Cap-
tain’s Tent, in order to prepare himfelf
to go to the Audience. But the Colonel
remained with us, drinking merrily of
European Liquors, and in the Evening he
afked us, “ Whether we would take a
¢ walk, and fee that Quarter of the Camp
« where his Tent ftood?” This we rea-
dily agreed to, and in our way paft by the
place where the facrificed Bodies were
thrown. There were two great heaps of
them, confifting, as they faid, of four
hundred Perfons, and who had been
chofe out by the King that very Morning.
E After
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After we had been at the Colonel's
Tent, where we were treated with Palm
Wine, we returned to our own, being
accompanied by him, and we defired
him to ftay to Supper. While we were
eating, feveral Servants came with Dithes
of Flefth and Fith, drefs’'d after the Coun-
try manner, and the Interpreter told us,
they were fent by a Mulatto Portuguefe
Gentleman, who had been taken in the
Ardra War. The King had ever fince
detained him Prifoner, allowing him a
hand(ome Maintenance, and had given
him a Wife much whiter than himfelf,
who was born in the inland Country.
Soon after the Victuals were broughr,
the Gentleman came himfelf, with his
Wife, to fee us; and after paffinga hand-
fome Compliment, they fat down to Sup-
per with us. We were very glad of this new
Acquaintance, the Dutch Writer {peak-
ing good Porfuguefe, and my felf under-
ftanding a little;; {o that now we judged,
we fhould not be obliged to truft intirely
to our Linguift, this Perfon talking the

Language of the Country fluently. I was
I ' much
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much furprized to fee his Wife fo white,
equal to our Engli/h Women, only of not
fo lively a Colour. She had woolly Hair,
like the blackeft of the Natives, with the
fame Features. Her Hufband told ws,
fhe was born in a far inland Country, of
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black Parents, who had never feen a-

white Man, nor the before Mr. Lambe;
whom he enquired affe@ionately after,
faying, * That when he returned, accor-
“ ding to his Promife to the King, his
“ Majefty had promifed to grant him his
‘“ Liberty.” Then, on his Importunity, we
promifed him a Vifit at his Houfe; and
foon after, he and his Wife, with the
Colonel, took their leaves, wifhing us a
good Night.

The next day, early in the morning, the
Duke came to our T'ent,and told us, he had,
in the night paft, a long Audience of the
King, whotreated him in a kind manner;
fo thathis Apprehenfions of being kill'd and
eaten were quite vanifhed: but he told us
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